It causes me deep pain to have to send you this letter. But
however much I dislike your action, I remain the same friend
you have known me. I would still plead for a reconsideration
of the Government of India's whole policy. Do not disregard
this pleading of one who claims to be sincere friend of the
British people.
Heaven guide you!
I am,
Yours sincerely,
M. K. Gandhi
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The Viceroy's House,
New Delhi,
22nd August, 1942
Dear Mr. Gandhi,                                       {
Thank you very much for your letter dated the 14th August,
which reached me only a day or two ago.
I have read, I need not say, what you have been good enough
to say in your letter with very close attention, and I have given ^
full weight to your views. But I fear in the result that it would
not be possible for me either to accept the criticism which you
advance of the resolution of the Governor-General-in-Council,
or your request that the whole policy of the Government of
India should be reconsidered.
Yours sincerely,
Linlithgow
M. K. Gandhi, Esq.
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Secretary, Government of India (H. D.),
New Delhi
Sir,
In spite of the chorus of approval sung by the Indian
Councillors and others, of the present Government policy in
dealing with the Congress, I venture to assert that had the
Government but awaited at least my contemplated letter to
H. E. the Viceroy and the result thereafter, no calamity would
have overtaken the country. The reported deplorable destruc-
tion would have most certainly been avoided.
In spite of all that has been said to the contrary, I claim
that the Congress policy still remains unequivocally non-violent.
The wholesale arrests of the Congress leaders seemed to have
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